METAMORPHOSES
clining towards the other, were fairly balanced,
I regard Switzerland as a very important link in
the chain of European States, for, owing to the
very fact that she is a composite, she is able to
mitigate much of the friction between the two
great rivals on her frontier."
"If you are as little concerned as we are about
the diversity of tongues, I presume you are not
an advocate of a universal language?"
"A sort of universal dialect is in course of
formation," he rejoined. "Technical advances and
sport are bringing it into being, But Esperanto
would make all the national literatures obsolete,
and what would the world be without poesy?"
"Nevertheless here in Italy I see flagrant con-
tradictions. In your youth you declaimed against
the Austrian government, which forbade the
joiners of Bozen to use their native Italian. *If
a language is forced on us, we shall answer force
with force/ This phrase, penned by a socialist,
that is to say by a citizen of the world, cannot
be excelled as a manifestation of national feeling.
Well, I cannot but ask myself, and cannot but
ask you, why to-day you are not behaving better
than the Austrians did then. Why, in this respect,
likewise, do you not step forward into the twen-
tieth century?"
"I  am stepping forward  into  the  twentieth